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60’s Passion Evening was a groovy far out
success 1n Potton!

THE Scoop
MABLE HASTINGS

e 60’s Passion evening held on

I Saturday, March 19 in Potton

organized and animated by
Potton’s Municipal Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Committee proved
to be a groovy evening for all in
attendance.

The firstindoor event organized since
the pandemic started, the “Passion
evening” featured music from the 60’s
and a fantastic slideshow of photos put
together by committee member, Lucie
Maurer. Some 50 people attended the
event and all were inspired to sing-
a-long and many were on their feet
dancing before the evening was over.
The evening was animated by Maurer
and Jean-Claude Duff with volunteer
contributions made by Martin Dostie,

Daniel Rivest and Rolf Maurer.

“It was such a wonderful evening
watching attendees enjoying their
snacks while gathered with friends at
their respective tables at this event held
free of charge,” said Maurer smiling.

Maurer is a new member of the
Cultural and Heritage Advisory
Committee in Potton and she also
supports similar gatherings held in
other groups in other communities.
She announced that another evening of
this sort with a different theme is being
organized in Austin for the evening
of April 22nd (look for advertisement
details or visit the Municipality of
Austin website).

“This will be the fifth presentation
in Austin and it is something we are
planning on duplicating in Potton
close to the St. Jean Baptist holiday due
to the exciting theme,” said Maurer.
“We are hoping to reach people in
both communities by doing it in the
two locations and given the success of
the 60’s evening, a first in Potton, we
are encouraged,” she said. “We will be
celebrating the music of the Divas of
Quebec at both of these presentations.”

So, whether you are a fan of Céline
Dion, Lara Fabian or Ginette Reno
etc....this is an evening you don’t want
to miss! Why not join in the musical
celebration of the evening and dress as
your favourite Quebec Diva?

Potton’s Cultural and Heritage
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COURTESY

Rolf and Lucie Maurer went above and beyond the celebrate the theme of the evening with
costumes borrowed from the CABMN Youth Centre

consultative committee is also busy
working on this year’s Annual “Spirit of
Potton” Festival. The event is planned
for August 12th & 13th, 2022.

The organizing committee’s goal is
to make this the best festival yet, one
that will offer festivalgoers, young and
old alike the chance to finally celebrate
and showcase its POTTON PRIDE. Mark

your calendars!

Check the Potton website and
Facebook pages for updates and details
: www.potton.ca

https://[www.facebook.com|
pottonenbref

https://www.facebook.com|/
artsculturepotton

Sixth wave of pandemic runs rampant in
National Assembly

Premier, MNAs, employees, QCNA columnist all have COVID

By Raquel Fletcher

sixth wave of COVID-19 is running
A;ampant in the National Assembly,
s it is in the larger population.
Both the premier and deputy premier
tested positive last week, as well as
eight other MNAs, National Assembly
employees and even members of the press
tribune like myself. I am writing this
column with a fever and a runny nose.
Despite being triple vaccinated, a rapid
test confirmed I have also contracted the
virus.

After managing to avoid getting
COVID-19 for the last two years, learning
to “live with the virus” has been a
rough lesson. Not just for me. I know
families who selfisolated during the
holidays, only to be going through the
whole process again as other members
test positive now. Some people seem to
pull through with minor symptoms,
described as a “bad cold,” while people
like me have been sick in bed for days.
Other friends, still healthy, tell me their
stress levels have spiked as they prepare
for what now seems the inevitable,
stocking up on Kleenex and chicken
noodle soup. The economy may have
re-opened, but the pandemic is still
interrupting our lives.

Uptick in cases expected

The uptick in cases is in part, to be
expected, after Quebec relaxed most of
its public health restrictions earlier this
month. The explosion of new cases has
led to an increase in hospitalizations
and admissions to intensive care, but
nothing like what we have seen during
past waves. For this reason, the health
minister maintains that public health
measures will not be reintroduced.

“It’s true we’re concerned about the
increasein thecasesand hospitalizations,
but, at the same time, I'll remind you
that it was foreseen,” health minister
Christian Dubé told reporters last
Thursday. “What changes things a little
bit - but again, [ repeat, it was foreseen
- is the rapid increase of the BA.2 variant
in proportion to Omicron, which has in
the last several days, exceeded 50 per
cent.”

Dubé insisted he is not concerned
about hospital capacity, even in the
regions, where this latest variant seems
to be hitting the hardest. What this wave
does seem to threaten is what many
reporters have pointed out this past
week: the National Assembly’s ability
to pass important legislation before the
end of the session because committee
work is being held up due to the absence

of so many MNAs.
$8.9 billion health care overhaul
This includes several pieces of

legislation concerning health care, as
well as the minister’s $8.9 billion plan
to overhaul the health care system.
Last Tuesday, Dubé announced the
highly anticipated action plan, which
includes major investments in home
care, limiting mandatory overtime for
nurses, improving access to data and the
introduction of a single portal that will
allow patients who don’t have their own
family doctor to book an appointment
with a GP.

The 50-point plan, which is supposed
to be in place by 2025, has been heavily
criticized by health care professionals
and opposition parties for not being
costed, nor specific about targets.

“Thefactis, they(the CAQ government)
have not fulfilled their promise of 2018
and now they are trying, with a new
slogan, with some new catchy lines,
some marketing plan to make us believe
that now, eureka! They have found the
solution,” said Québec Solidaire MNA
Vincent Marissal.

One million Quebecers do not have
a family doctor, up from 400,000 before
the pandemic. The Liberal opposition
says the plan does not actually address

this main issue.

“The plan should be about having
one person able to take care of you,”
said Liberal Leader Dominique Anglade.
“That one person knows your file, knows
your history... and they can ensure a
follow-up. And for chronic problems,
this is really fundamental.”

Quebecers deserve health care that
works

Many Quebec commentators have
pointed out that the population remains
cynical about the province’s ability to
deliver on its promise to rebuild the
health care system. Maybe I am just
talking as someone who has not left my
bed in a week, but after all we’ve been
through these last two years, I'd say we
can’t give up now.

Quebecers deserve a functional health
care system that puts patients first. They
need to demand the government make
that happen. The pandemic tested all
our limits. It claimed thousands of
lives. It brought our health network
to the brink of collapse. It brought our
health providers to the brink of
exhaustion. It will all have been for
nothing if we don’t become stronger as
aresult.

Raquel Fletcher is QCNA’s News Matters
columnist on provincial affairs

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

D pressreader  PressReader.com +1604 278 4604
col w




	ND_4: 


