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Weather

TODAY:
40 PER CENT
CHANCE OF
SHOWERS

HIGH OF 25 
LOW OF 15

TUESDAY:
MIX OF
SUN AND 
CLOUD
HIGH OF 25
LOW OF 12

WEDNESDAY:
SHOWERS

HIGH OF 16
LOW OF 11

THURSDAY:
SUNNY

HIGH OF 17
LOW OF 7

FRIDAY:
60 PER CENT
CHANCE OF
SHOWERS

HIGH OF 14
LOW OF 5

T
here is something deliciously 
satisfying to local history buffs 
who walk upon the land, drive 

along the country roads and search 
along a riverbed imagining the 
landscape and lives of those who once 
existed and made their existence in 
any given location in being given the 
opportunity to learn about an area, its 
people and its journey.  All too often 
when we take the time to learn and 
appreciate what came before, we then 
cherish the knowledge it gives new 
perspective and respect for any given 
place and its ancestry.

The Bolton-Est Cultural Committee 
began its “Mines & Rails” exhibit on 
September 26-27, and another will be 
held on October 10-11-12 from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Saint-Patrick 
Centre, 854, Missisquoi Route, Bolton-
Est. Please note that admission is free.  
There will also be two lectures held to 
learn more about the era of mining 
and railway development in the Bolton 
area. 

The Cultural Committee shares with 
us that at the beginning of the 20th 
century, the region produced 10 tons 
of ore per day. More than 300 workers 
were employed in the mines and mills 
bordering the railroad: men, women 
and children, all were involved. 

The first lecture was entitled: 
“Bolton-Est, An Appalachian Village - 
Geological History of Our Landscapes” 
and was scheduled for Saturday, 
September 26, at 1:30 p.m. Bruno 
Landry, geomorphologist, takes 
attendees into the geological history of 
the Appalachians, addressing the birth 
and death of an ocean, of continents 
and their successive movement up to 
present day. An examination of some 
of the mineral resources of the Eastern 
Townships and the legacy of the last 

glaciations’ was planned.
The second lecture will be:  

“Exploitation of Mines, People and 
The Environment” held on Saturday, 
October 10, 2020, 1:30 p.m. The lecture 
will be in French, but you may ask 
questions in English. Serge Wagner, 
member of the Bolton Historical 
Society, talks about the beginning of 
copper mining in Bolton-Est, in the 19th 
century: the rudimentary methods of 
copper extraction and the exploitation 
of women, children, immigrants and 
French-Canadians by capitalist elite. He 
also evokes the environmental disaster 
caused by this exploitation. 

Those wanting to attend are asked 
to reserve your seat by registering with 
Amélie Marcotte-Losier at 450-292-3444, 
ext. 29.

A word about St. Patrick’s Centre:  
The Municipality of Bolton-Est acquired 
this community space (open from 
May to October) to give the citizens of 
Bolton-Est a place to gather and partake 
in a variety of cultural events:  music, 
classical concerts, exhibitions. This 
former church building is now a hub of 
activity and welcomes the community 
for events like this one, close to home 
and in celebration of culture at its best.

“Mines & rails” exhibit in Bolton-Est

Mable Hastings

The Scoop

Record Staff

A
ccording to a press release 
on Sept. 23, 2020, a new bill 
that prohibits ‘conversion 

therapies’, also known as ‘sexual 
reorientation therapies’ has been 
introduced to the National Assembly 
by Jennifer Maccarone, the Liberal MNA 
representing Westmount-Saint-Louis. 

The release stated that several 
businesses and religious organizations 
have been trying to convince Quebecers 
that curing or treating homosexuality 
is possible through these ‘therapies’ for 
a number of years, but that conversion 
therapies are proven to be harmful. 

In Ontario, Nova Scotia, and 
Manitoba, conversion therapies are 

illegal for minors and these therapies 
are prohibited for anyone in the 
city of Vancouver. Maccarone stated 
that, because other provinces and 
communities have already illegalized 
these practices, it is therefore possible 
for Quebec to take action to amend 
certain laws and ensure the respect for 
sexual orientation and gender identity 
by prohibiting these practices.

The release quoted Maccarone 
calling on the government to follow 
through with a motion presented in 
June of 2019 that condemned the use 
of conversion therapies and called 
upon the Minister of Justice to take the 
appropriate measures to put a stop to 
them, stating that her proposed bill 
is intended to respond to action taken 

concerning the 2019 motion. 
“There is still too great a lack of 

inclusion, consistency, understanding, 
tolerance, and I think this bill is a 
concrete step to demonstrate our will 
as a society to move forward,” stated 
Maccarone.

Included in the release 
were statements from LGBTQ+ 
foundations such as Transgender  
Kids Canada and LGBT+ Family 
Coalition. The groups pointed out 
that these practices hinder children’s 
development and stigmatize LGBTQ+ 
youth who are victims of them. They 
added that conversion therapies have 
been refused by the medical profession 
due to their ineffectiveness and the 
possible consequences. 

New bill prohibiting the use of 
conversion therapy presented to 

National Assembly
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