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Union
suspends
relations 1n
further HR
blow for
local health

authority

Where does the time go?

By Ruby Pratka
Local Journalism Initiative

union  representing 6,000
Aﬁ)rdm‘li%, tradespeople and
echnical employees at the
Centre intégré de santé et des services
sociaux de I’Estrie-Centre hospitalier
universitaire de Sherbrooke (CIUSSS
de D’Estrie-CHUS) announced on June
1 that it was “suspending labour
relations” with the health unit. The
two sides are now going through a
mediation process.
The union’s decision came just over
a week after Dr. Annick Michaud, head
of psychiatry at the CHUS, and Dr.
Marie-Laure Collinge, assistant director
of professional services, resigned. Dr.
Benoit Heppell, head of the general
medicine department at the CIUSSS
de I’Estrie-CHUS, and Dr. Marie-Maud
Couture, head of emergency medicine,
resigned earlier last month. In an open
letter sent to media outlets, Heppell
said he “no longer had the room to
maneuver necessary to make decisions
about the quality and safety of care”
and “bureaucratic heaviness has ]
brought about inertia that blocks even COURTESY
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